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U.  S.  DE? ARTME1 
O  F  A G R ICD  L T U I 
OiTICE  OF  INFOHMATI 


Monday,1  June  26,  1944 


Subject:     "PREVENT  HOME  ACCIDENTS. "    Information  from  the  Office  of  Labor,  War 
Food  Administration. 

— 000O00 — 

Remember  that  parable  about  the  kingdom  that  was  lost  for  want  of  a  horseshoe 

nail?    (The  horseshoe  came  loose  the  horse  was  lamed  the  rider  was  thrown— and 

so  on.)    Perhaps  you  think  no  one  is  going  to  lose  a  kingdom  nowadays  because  a  nail 
is  missing  here  or  there  around  the  house.    But  it's  entirely  possible  that  if  you 
neglect  something  as  small  as  a  nail  in  a  board  on  the  porch  steps,  someone  in  your 
household  might  have  a  serious  accident.     Tripping  on  loose  boards  has  caused  many 
a  fall— broken  arms-sprained  ankle  s-and  other  injuries.     "Fix  it  now"  is  a  good 
up-to-date  motto  with  a  lot  of  life  saving  truth  in  it. 

Accidents  around  the  house  are  far  more  common  than  you  might  suppose.  Home 
accidents  killed  30  thousand  persons  and  injared  4  and  a  half  million  last  year. 
Many  of  these  accidents  could  have  been  prevented.    Dangerous  conditions,  neglected 
for  a  long  time,  sooner  or  later  cause  accidents.    Prevent  these  accidents  by  look- 
ing for  possible  danger  spots,  and  fixing  the  trouble  i^Vj^  if  you  find  any- 

thing  likely  to  cause  an  accident. 

The  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  suggests  making  a  regular  check-up  around 
the  home-say  once  in  three  months,— spring,  summer,  fall  and  winter.    Get  all 
members  of  the  family  to  help,  and  report  anything  that  needs  attention.    Then,  of 
course,  you  should  have  a  "follow-up"  soon  after  the  quarterly  inspection  to  make 
sure  the  bad  boards  have  been  repaired,  the  broken  farm  tools  moved  out  of  the 
yard,  or  the  kitchen  wall  insulated  from  a  cook-stove.     It's  important  to  have 
everybody  in  the  household  Join  in  this  general  check-up-it  makes  the  members  of 
the  family  more  saf ety-minded-and  each  one  begins  to  notice,  and  improve  the 
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appearance  of  the  home  and  its  surroundings.     City  homes  may  not  have  as  many  out- 
door hazards  as  farm  homes,  but  they  are  just  as  likely  to  nesd  safety  mea.sures  in- 
doors.   For  example,  hand-rails  on  stairways,  or  a  screen  for  the  fireplace. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  says  that  the  worst  conditions  are  those  that 
cause  fires,  falls,  injuries  from  animals,  or  injuries  from  machinery,  tools, 
or  mechanical  equipmemt.     Although  accidents  from  animals  and  farm  machinery  do  not 
usually  occur  to  city  people,  the  wartime  emphasis  on  food  production  and  food  con- 
servation is  resulting  in  many  city  people  of  all  ages  going  to  help  with  ^ork  on 
farms,     ^oys  and  girls,  women,  and  older  persons  who  have  never  done  any  farm  work 
will  help  with  cultivating  crops    this  summer,  vrith  canning,  harvesting,  sorting 
fruits  and  vegetables.     S0me  of  these  helpers  will  have  unnecessary  accidents  he- 
cause  they  are  not  familiar  with  farm  life,  or  because  some  dangerous  condition 
around  the  farmstead  has  been  neglected.    Maybe  the  members  of  the  farm  family 
know  about  this  condition  and  unconsciously  avoid  it,  but  a  stranger  might  get 
hurt,  for  example,  on  a  fruit-picking  ladder  with  a  craxked  rung,  or  a  loose  board 
on  the  back  steps.     It's  up  to  the  farm  family  making  ready  to  employ  these  inex- 
perienced helpers  to  check  over  the  passible  causes  of  accident  with  extra  care, 
and  to  teach  the  helpers  carefully  when  they  first  come,  how  to  handle  tools  and 
equipment,  and  farm  animals. 

Here  are  some  good  precautions  against  fire:    Use  safety  matches  only,  and 
keep  them  out  of  reach  of  children.     Have  a  good  screen  in  front  of  the  fireplace. 
Never  hang  dish  towels  or  other  textile  articles  too  near    a  hot  stove.     See  that 
the  range  is  far  enough  from  the  wood  box  and  from  all  walls,  and  that  any  other 
inflammable  materials  are  well  insulated  from  the  he-t  of  stoves  and  stove  pipes. 
Have  someone  inspect  the  chimney  and  stovepipes  regularly  to  see  that  they  are 
clean  and  in  safe  condition.     Never  allow  kerosene  or  gasoline  to  be  used  to  start 
a  fire  in  the  kitchen  stove.     Store  kerosene  and  gasoline  safely,  away  from  main 
buildings.     Have  buckets  of  water  and  sand  handy  for  putting  out  fires,  and,  if 
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possible,  a  chemical  fire  extinguisher. 

The  stairway  is  one  of  the  worst  places  in  the  house  for  falls.     When  you  go 
on  your  tour  of  inspection  around  the  house,  see  if  there  is  a  firm  band-rail  at 
least  on  one  side  of  each  stairway.    Are  the  stairways  well  lighted?     If  you  can't 
have  an  electric  light  with  a  two-\tfay  switch  on  each  floor  to  light    the-  stairs, 
keep  a  flashlight  handy.     Never  go  up  or  down  sta.irs  in  the  dark,  or  with  "both 
hands  filled.     Paint  the  "bottom  cellaj*  step  white  so  folks  will  know  "hen  they  have 
reached  the  floor. 

Loose  "boards  on  steps  have  caused  many  falls.     If  sta.irs  are  carpeted  and  the 
carpet  is  worn  and  ragged,  it  is  a  hazard.    Better  take  it  off.     Things  left  on 

stairs  often  cause  people  to  trip  and  fall  such  things  as  the  "broom  you  meant  to 

put  away.     The  wastebasket  that  goes  to  the  second  floor,  the  toys  little  Johnny 
forgot.    Build  a  shelf  near  the  stairs  to  provide  a  place  to  set  things  that  have 
to  he  carried  up  or  clown. 

Shaky  ladders  frequently  cause  falls,  both  indoors  and  outside  the  house. 
Make  sure  that  every  ladder  your  family  uses  stands  firmly  when  set  up,  and  that 
all  the  rungs  are  strong.     Have  secure  covers  on  wells,  cisterns,  pits,  or  anything 
else  a  child  or  a  stranger  could  stumble  into. 

Provide  a  safe  rack  or  other  place  to  store  sharp  edged  tools  like  knives, 
axes  and  saws,  to  prevent  any  accidents  from  a  chance  encounter  with  them.     And  see 
that    machinery  with  hazardous  belts,  gears  or  other  parts  has  the  proper  guards.  ■ 

Fix  it  now  and  prevent  accidents. 
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